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SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 

Amongthe istands which have lately received the gospel, are those 
usually called the Paumotu. concerning which Mr Eyre, of Tar- 
ramatta. has communicated the following particulars: 

The Paumotu is!ands are situated from about twenty to forty or 
fifty leacues to the eastward of Otaheite. Until lately the inhabi- 
tants of these is ands were considered as the most barbarous and 
host le people Known in the South Seas. Their wars were frequent 
and cruel in the extreme, and their treatment of captives approach- 
ingto cannibalism. ‘They were frequently driven to Otusheite for 
refuge. ‘'wo parties arrived there about the year 1817—the con- 
quering party following the conquered, if possible to exterminate 
them. Pomare separated them and gave them land to reside on, but 
with difficulty restrained them from recommencing hostilities. In 
person, appearance, and manners,they are far inferioar to the Ota- 
heitans. ‘Their language is radically the same as that of Otaheite, 
but approaches nearer the Marquesan than the Taheitean, having 
the ¢ and & in it which never occur in the latter 

An awful proof of the barbarous character of this people. says Mr. 
Evre. happened whilst | was at Otaheite.—The inhabitants of one 
of the islands, were wholly extermimated by war, a‘ter which the 
barbarians proceeded to destroy all the fruits. ‘That sucha race of 
nen (adds Mr. E.) should be brought to embrace the gospel and feel 
its power, is a striking accomplishment of the prophecy, that “the 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard lie down with the 
kid.” 

A further and remarkable account of these people appears in the 
following extract from Mr. Ellis’s journal. He and his companions, 
on their voyage to Otaheite, touched, Feb. 2, 1817, at the island of 
lubooi, and bartered for provisions with the natives. Two Euro- 
peans who were on the island, informed them that a canoe, bound 
lor Anna, one of the Paumotu islands, had recently touched at Tu- 
bovi, having been driven out of its course by the northerly winds 
Which had for some time prevailed. The people on board this canoe 
Were forty in number, and had been at Otaheite to receive instruc- 
tion conceroing the true God and the new religion. and were return- 
ing to their owa country. Some of them had learned to read and 
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write. They were peaceable in their conduct. and strict in thei; 
obscrvance of the Sabbath day. They had exerted their influence 
to persuade the poor natives o Tubooi to cast aw ay their idols, tell. 
ing them there is but one true God, viz. Jehovah. and ti at none cap 
save them from their sins but Jesus Christ. The natives. so far 
from attending to these structions, accounted the strangers as ene. 
mes because they told them the truth, destroyed their canoe. and 
forcib'y teok a musket from them. The natives of the Paumotu is!. 
ands. upon heing asked why they cid not resent these injuries. re. 
plied that had they been heathens they should have immediate!y 
foucht with them. but having become christians, and embraced a re. 
ligion which was distinguished for its opposition to war, they were 
afraid of incurring the displeasure of Jehovah by unnecessarily en- 
gaging im tt. Happy would it be were the inhabitants of the more 
civi: zed parts of the werld, who profess the christian religion, on 
Sin lar eceas'ons, to imitate the conduct of these South Sea ts!an- 
ders. ‘The two Europeans and three of the strangers who had ar- 
rived in the canoe were desirous to goto Otaheite to acquaint Po- 
mare wth their misfortunes, and to obtain a large cauve to fetch 
away their companious from Tubooi. 


Extract from Mr. Ellis’s Journal. 


April 26—This afternoon Pomare and the Queen paid us a visit 
He «as much pleased with the portaits in the Evangelical Magazine, 
and sone prints of natural hnstor y. 

May 1.—As we were leaving Tinai before day-light, on our re- 
turn, many of the inhabitants were returning from the bushes where 
they had retired for private prayer, which in genera! they con clude 
before the sun has risen above the horizon. My bosom olowed with 
gratitude and love to witness their conscientious attendaice on tie 
means of grace, and their apparent fervour when engaged in devo- 
tiona! exercises. 

June 5 -—Employed, with the assistance of the natives, in digging 
down the remains of the a!tars in the neighbouring morais. A secre! 
pleasure pervaded my mind whilst thus engaged. It was delig't 
ful to think that they were no longer used in the service of him fo 
whom they were first desigued. How little those who polished and 
placed them there supposed they wou!d ever form part of the floor 
of a printing-house, from whence would issue the joyful news oi tal 
salvation. throuzh a crucified Redeemer, by means of which mai’ 
shou'd be “turned from dumb idols to serve the living and true G: yd” 

June 10.—Pomare arrived in the afternoon, to witness the first 
composing for the printing -press. He was asked whether he would 
hike to do the first himself? He answered. yes. The composiis 
stick was then put into his hand, and he was directed from wheve? 
to take the letters, and how to place them, until he had composed 
the alphabet, at the beginning of the Taheitean spelling-book. He 
appeared much pleased on this occasivD, as were many ol tie chiels 
who were pre.snt. 
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19.—Pomare, the queen, and her sister dined with us to-day. 
We received from him some important hints respecting the language. 
He was much pleased ith calculating the number of ‘etter i ine 
apeliing-book, and surprised on finding that there were 5000 of the 
letter a only. 





DOMESTICK. 
AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION. 


Letter from Rev. J. M. Peck. to Rev. Mr. Sharp, dated St. Louis, 
August 18, 1818. 


Dear Sir,—In a letter to Dr. Ballwin a little time since, I promised 
alditional information respecting the Heathen of the west. I be- 
lieve | then mentioned some mteresting interviews we held with 
some of the *Youktons.” a branch of the Sioux nat.on. This band 
consisted of eight men and one woman. who came to St. Louis, with 
a French trader; from between eight hundred and ene thousand 
miles up the Missouri. Our acquaintance with them was highly in- 
teresting,and I trust, left lasting impressions on their minds in our 
favour. The chief wio was accomnanied with his wife, whose name 
is Do-tah-han-gah, signifying Grand Partizan,and two others used 
to call at my house almost every day.and part!y by signs and part- 
ly by a few words of their language, Lhad picked up, we were able 
te converse on familiar subjects. The day before they returned to 
their country. they called to bid us farewell. and they did not re- 
frain from tears when they affectionately seized my hand, and pro- 
nounced, hoo-kitch-00 ah, “good-bye,? which they repeated several 
tines—These Indians discovered more intelligence than any of 
the savages [ have ever before seen. They are a large robust race 
o' beings, rather above the common size. It is obvious they under- 
stand our object into this country as being entirely distinct from 
that of other whites, and that we professed an intimate acquaintance 
with Wau-kun-da or the * Father ef Life? The interpreter told us 
that on their return to the nation they would sing or chant our names 
every morning at sun-rise, and rehearse over what we had told 
them. Todo any good amongst the [ndiaus, a knowledge of their 
la zuage must be acquired. Nor is this su mighty au effort as many 
are ready to imagine. The French hunters and others who visit 
these nations, generally learn enough of their language for common 
purposesin the course of one winter’s hunt. These traders gene- 
raiiy take wives and spend six or eight months every year amongst 
the Indians, while they have wives and families residing in St. 

v0is.—The most formidable barrier in the wav of christianizing 
the Indians, is their roving unsettled state. This is particularly 
the case with these nations that live on the north side of ‘he Missou- 
rl. Those on the south side.and those far up the Mississippi, and 
scattered through the territery north of [[linois, have many stationa- 
fy vullages. The language of the Sioux is sonorous and elevated, 
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and seems well adapted fororatory. Two of the chiefs, at the time 
of our counci), spoke with all the dignity and orator v for which the 
Indians have been justly celebrated. Comparing a vocabulary oj 
the Sioux (pro. Soas) language with that of some of the easterp 
tribes, | cannot find the least analogy in either souad or significs. 
tion. Though some of the French understand and speak the Siouy 
language. I cannot find a single American that knows it. For fog, 
vears I have been making 1 Inquiries respecting the Podiuins. particu. 
larly to find out the difficulties that appear in the way of the intro. 
duction of christianity amongst them; and [must ca: ididly confess 
they have disappe ‘ared one after another, till t now appears equally 
as practicable to carry ona mission amongst the Indians as amon: gst 
any wandering, uuse ttled tribes. 


Heathen cruelties in the west. 

Some weeks ago, sfanuel Lisa,esq. returned from a trading voy. 
age up the Missour:, and brought with lum a Said of the Pawnees, 
The Pawnees live south of the Missourian between that and the 
river P‘atte. They are at war with the Spamards of St. Pee. 
Lately they killed seven Spaniards, and took prison er a boy ten 
years ‘of age. They worship as their chief God, the planet Venus, 
or the morning star, which they denominate Zhe Great Star’ aud 
to which they offer human sacrifices. ‘This boy they devoted to ther 
God. and was about to offer him, when M. — arrived, purchased 
the boy, and brought him to St. Louis. Some time ago this. sas- 
guinary band touk a Pado woman prisoner. and devoted her to si 
crifice. As she was pregnant, the diabolical rite was put off ul 
after herdelivery. Assoon as she recovered, she stole a horse and 
madeherescape. Being obliged to leave her babe in the hands ol 
these bloody idolators, it was immediately transfixed to a sharp pole, 
and in this situation offered to “the Great Star.” Paretts, mothers, 
ao you love your children? does the innocent prattie, the artiess 
smile. the playful raps of your children fill your breasts with 
exquisite delight? ! think of these wretched Pawnees who sa 
crifice more or less a lren every year to an imaginar yideity. Oh. 
ye young men, wi ho have devoted. or are about to devote yourselves 
to the work of the ministry—Will you prefer the ease and the enjoy 

ments of civilized and christian society, to a few prieltiony am 
hardships, ani suffer these Pawnees to vo on trom veneration to z 
eration. murder ng women, sacrificing children—and not tee! a 
auxious desire to teach them the knowledge of a Saviour? 

A direct communication by ineans of the United States’ trading 
post ,1S how open 1 to a ny part if toe lodian countr Vs and all thats 
waited, as it respe cis means, iS missionaries to enter the field. 

Iu fraternal aflection, yours, &c. 


J. M. Peck. 


P.S. Our meeting house goes on rapidly; the brick work i 
firssned. We shali have a commocdious coom designed tor a schoo! 
room aud vestry iv tue juwer part, fidished ina lew weeks, 
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From the Weekly Recorder. 
REFORMATION AMONG THE WVANDOTS. 
STATEMENT OF THE REV. JOHN 3TEWART. 

Being requested to make a statement relative to the apparent 
work of God among this dear benighted people, the Wvandot In- 
diaus, I ec! eerfully COMPLY, in hopes that it iInay cause some pious 
souls to rejoice, and lead christians to fresh exertions to send the g is- 
w! among the nateves of our land. T am connected in blood both 
with the Indians and Africans. Ought I not, theretore, to -wish for 
the salvation of my kindred according to the flesh? 

I think God, by a mysterious and holy providence, has brought 
me hither.— The first time I visited this peopie was two years azo 
this month, The first time L spoke to them was on the Sabbath 
alter their feast wasover. [ey appeared uainterested. | request- 
ed permission to preach again, the next dav, which was granted. 
Only one old wou an attended. IT ap po nted another mee ting the 
next dav; and only one old man attended. A_ trader among the 
Indians ridiculed me for preaching to an audience of ove. How- 
ever. What the od mau said strengthened me. He said. one of hig 
sous had kiled anotner. Since that time ‘he had been try ng to 
turn from his sins, and pray to God; aud was thankful to God that 
I had come to he!p him. 

The next day, two or threeattended. At this meeting, a voung 
man asked me how | knew what was in iis heart: and said, that. on 
last Sabbath, | had told him what he had done, and wat he desizn- 
ed todu—tiat his heart had beeu pumping ever since. I directed 
him to call upon God for mercy. A tew weeks alter. on the Sab- 
bath before the assembiy, he said, many things that he had dene 
he did not consider to be sinful until L told him. He had it in his 
heart to murder; but he was resolved to amend his ways. He was 
notoriously wicked; but is now reformed, L have oot heard of his 
drinking tov much. but ence, since that time. 

Regularly L held meetings on the Sabbatii, and two days in the 
week. Our neetings were soon crowded, so that tie council house 
could nothold all. Sometimes we speut ail uigationg at meet: 1g. 
The natives. daily and nightly, crow ded abBout the house where [ 
lived. Nature sometimes yielded, ana [ sought seme private piace 
lo rest. These poor beluved natives would often shed tears. as 
they related the’r feelings, and exborted otiers to lee from the 
Wrata to come.—Thus was spent the winter.—In the spring | was 
obiged tu leave tvem. At parting, L did mot discover a dry eye in 
the couucii house. Never did 1 pass through a more aitecting 
scene. 

Lunderstand that they held meetings during my absence. Ire- 
turned in the fali. W hen L returned, they appear red at first more 
ludiffereut. Some, however, seemed to be steadfast. Within a 
lew weeks, their attention increased.—I Jett taew again last March, 
They gave me twenty dollars, to enable me to return name diately. 
I suould judge that this pvor people have given me to the amount of 
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seventy do!llars—forty of which were in cash; and I might have 
taken much more IT have received many presents in provisions, 
The head chief has made me a valuable present. This I include in 
the seventy. All thechiefs are friendly, and one I hope is a chris. 
tian. I trust, about forty souls have been renewed by the Holy 
Ghost; eighty-five have publicly declared their resolution to break 
of from the r sins.—This people continue to be engazed.—All ve 


that fear the Lord, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
JOHN STEWART, 






NARRATIVE OF THE REV. HENRY GEORGE. 


To the Editor of the Weekly Recorder. 


Rev. Sin.—T he following 1s submitted to your disposal. 

Tama missionary, appointed by the Buptist board of Foreign 
missions. My mission is to the Saudusky Indians, and the settle. 
ments contiguous. 

I have felt particularly anxious to visit these Indians. T made a 
visit to Philadelphia, principally to obtain a mission among then, 
[expected to find them stupid and forbidding, with regard to the 
gospel—that it would be like going among the beasts at Ephesus, 
How agreeably was I ¢ lisappointed! 

My first visit was to the ‘VY yaudots at Upper Sandusky. I was 
treated with the utmost affection and respect. Brother Stewart,a 
Methodist, [ think has been instrumental of good to the Wryan- 
dots. , 

Sabbath, the 18th of October last. was the first time I spoke to 
this people. Mr. Waiker, Usited States’ interpreter, was my in- 
terpreter. My text was, *Go into all the world, aud preach the 
go-:pe' to every Creature.” Belore the meeting closer, L felt as if I 
stusi onholy ground. [Lan persuaded the word was attended 
the Ho'y Sprit sent down from deaven. It was good to be there. 
Casting my eyes upon tiny assembly, whose fathers were the ancient 
juhabitants of America—viewinig them in their biankets apparently 
buw i’ ‘g at Immarcue!’s feet—the solemn aspect of mv audience—re- 
fii cig on the anxic ty £ had for pe people—and confident that 
God was in tre midst of us of a truth, I felt a disposition to leap 
for Joys i court emourace these ee het as my brethren aud sisters 
in tue Lord. ‘ ‘hey sang Zion’s soizs, instead of raising the Indian 

cwwow. 

ture the meeting, achief delivered tie following address:— 

Sidhe .ordel God a- come to usin many ways. telling us tu re- 
peut, because tire isa: awtul day at nand. Now letus take com- 
hearse tu the vorce of Gud. and repent. If 


Ppursiun Ov OUrseives, 
that terrible day when God sia! 


we do repent, we sha: escape ui 
Ca'i GVeiore tis Dar al! the svus and cai. eters of men, from the ne- 
gi! log ol the wurii. a: we repent act i ti maiubitot e Lord, we shall 
De opps for ever wit! bom ds beave r.—How must we repent? We 
Musty ri every CVE pull ce, anu pray Co trod LO ia phy us_a will to 
repel, auu Ciel ib lune be will emavie us tu repent.” 
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We then appointed a three day’s meeting to begin on the Friday 
following. ITvreturned tomy family. 

[ arrived at Sandusky again on Saturday. It resembied, in a 
degree, the day of pentecost. I was confident, that, in eternity. it 
would be known what great things were at that time done in the 
name of the holy child Jesus. These zealous people, on Monday, 
wished the meeting tocontinue another day. Order and decorum 
were observed. Day and night, the meeting coutinued. The 
chiefs made speeches on various religious and mora! subjects. The 
chiefs appear to be zealously engaged to prevent intoxication by 
drinking whiskey at all among them.— When [ left them, my heart 
exclaimed, “I have seen wonderful things.” 

At my third meeting, I found brother Coe at | Sandusky. I was 
present at most of the conversation mentioned by hin, and asked 
questions. As I shou!d only repeat what he has stated, I omit it. 

Christians! let us bestir ourselves; for the Lord Jehovah is evi- 
deutly lealing the way among our natives. God is giving the hea- 
then to his son for his inheritance. 

HENRY GEORGE, 
Pastor of the Baptist church, Chesty Township, 
K nox County, UOhie. 





a 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 





FROM THE WEEKLY RECORDER. 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN CHILLICOTHE. 


Mr. Andrews.—Believing that your pious readers, of every reli- 
rious denomination, will rejoice to hear of the extension of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, I request permission, through your valuable 
per, to communicate to them the pleasing intelligence, that the 
Lord has been pleased to pour out his spirit, in a most remarkable 
manner, upon that branch of his church tn this place, which is under 
the care of the Methodists; and to give a brief account of the revival 
that has taken place, within a few ‘weeks past, in that churc®. 

For some months past at the meetings appointed for the pub ‘ck wor- 
ship of God, the meeting house was generally crowded to overflow- 
ing, An anusual solemnity and attention rested upon the congre- 
gations; and to many discerning and pious minds, it appeared evi- 
dent, that the Lord was mercially preparing the hearts of the peo- 
P' e for the reception of his grace. The beginning of the work may 
be traced back to a short time prev ous to the last ca: np-meet) Ny 

eld near Mr. White Brown's, twelve miles north of Chillicothe 

At few cb were awakened, and some instances of conversion 


had eccurred. Ata quarte ‘rly meeting » held in Chillicothe on the 
first t Sabbati in November ult. several persons were brought to feel 
very sertous concern for their soul’s sai vation, aud to inquire ear- 


hestly **what they must de to be saved.’ 
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From this time. the Spi- 


rita ‘God was evident! y at wor k in the cou Bree gation, wherever it 
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assembled: not a vacant or unconcerned countenance was to he 
seer: and at every meetiner, a greater or lee number were bron Nt 
to a sense of their lost and undone condition by reason of sin. a id 
to crv to God for mercy end forgiveness Within a tew davs past, 
the work has greatly increased, The Dev ne Presence has been 
felt in a most remarkable manner: while many were made to fear 
and tremble, This wes narty niar’w ohservoble on last Fr day oven. 
ine. The congregat on a jnotwet ‘ullw assembled. nor pablick wor. 
shin beeun., when the Spirit of the Most Thoh descended upon toe 
peon'e onan extraerd nary devree. and an owful consciousness of 
Divine Presence was fe't by all who were in the house, Not an 
uncencerned person was te be seencand all were constrained toac- 
k my! “ioe that “it was the Lord's work. and none co iid hinder it.” 
On Sabbath morning last.a love feast was held. at which the society 
ana a number at Seriois ina \ }! disposed persons were prese it. 
The Lerd owned anc blessed the meeting. to tie awakening and 
conversion of many souls, most of whom. at the close of the uye. 
feast. vere either on their knees, or prostrate on the floor. erying 


=< 
to God for mercy. At the hour for publick preaching the doors 
were ‘. row n onen,. and the meeting honse VW i i. led The Weis. 
ter ef leavoured to procure the COMOAsEe rt o! the subjects of the 


work. but in vain—the Lord was preac ioe to fhe cearts of the peo- 
pie. Qn this cas there were forty-eight members added to the 
church. which number, with these received into (t previous! y. since 
the Ist of November. makes an aggregate of one hundred and five 
members received into the courch curing that months all of whom 
have heen deep'y awakeced, and have given evidence of their de- 
termination to *flee feom the wrath to. come.and be saved from 
their sins.” One-third. at jeast. of this number, have felt the eff- 
cacy of redeeming love. the parconing mercy of God, and the wit- 
ness of the Spirit that they shave pas-el from death anto life.” 
Duri-gthe progress of this giorious work of grace, many proud 
and stubborn hearts ave been broucht to bow to the sc: ptre of our 
Emmanuel—many who came to the house of worship out of idle cu- 
riosityv, remained to pray. or went away wth aching and heavy 
hearts. But the work has not been confined to times of publick 
worship: many have been fo'lowed by the awakening Spirit ot Goi, 
to their houses. to them closets, to their beds: aud some have been 
seized with keen and pungent conviction for sin. while in the very 
commission of it in an impious mannerin the streets. and we trust 
have Leen savingly converted to God. Young persons, those in the 
bioom of life, have been principally the subjects of this revival; al- 
though many in middle aze. and some in advanced life, have been 
brought tothe knowledze of God throuch the Redeemer. Likewise 
the oid professors have been renewed in the spirit of their minis,” 
and excited to double their diligence, to make their calling and 
election sure: and their hearts have bee:: mais‘e to repoice, to see 
their neighbours, their friends, their relatives, flocking to the stan- 
dard of the cross. 
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Ags the work is likely to continue, and to extend in its degree, I 
purpose if permitted, to communicate to your readers occasionally, 
during the progress thereof, sone further account of its persua led 
that it will rejoice the hearts of the truly pious of ail denominations, 
to learn that the Lord has beeo graciously pleased to visit his church 
in this place in so glorious amanner. May our hearts be filled with 
hunble gratitude to the Almighty for this merciful visitation, and 
for his loving kindness to our own souls; and may this be the earn- 
est praver of all—*Oh Lord revive thy work.” 

Chillicothe, Dec. 1, 1818. 

—— oo 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. William Andrews, pastor of the 

Presbyterian Church in Danbury. Connecticut, dated Sept. 30th 

1818, to Mr. Benedict Gregory,” Franklin, Ohio. 

“lam glad to hear of your health and agreeable prospects. [ 
cannot but indulge the hope that your removal to Ohio, though we 
feel ita loss to us, will nevertheless be gain to yous and may I not 
ald, gain to the cause of piety in that region? Dr. B. and captain 
H. are. I helieve. very useful, in a religious view, in that part of 
your state where they reside. Each of them holds a meeting on the 
Sabbath. The thought that the members of my church may be use- 
ful in the new settlements reconciles me to their removal to them. 
The glory of God should be our grand object; and wherever we are 
conscious that we can best promote this, there we should choose to 
live. 

“Though nothing very interesting as to religion has taken place 
among my people the past year, yet in severa! societies in this vici- 
nity, | am happy to state, the reverse is the fact. About the begin- 
ning of last March there commenced an unusual! attention to reli- 
gion in the tow Carmel, state of New York. It commenced in 
the Presbyterian church; from them it extended into the Baptist 
society, where it was very powerful. It 1s stated, that one hundred 
and forty have been added to the Baptist church in that place. 
This cloud o*° mercy took a nort) war, or rather a north-eastward 
direction, and a work commenced in the Baptist society at Patter- 
son. A few weeks only elapsed before the cloud moved onward to 
the Presbyterian society, and seemed to burst upon them. I was 
there three weeks after the work began. It was a most interesting 
work. The people there mentioned a particular Sabbath, which 
would long be remembered by then. Two young men, who had 
been deeply distressed for several days, but who had obtained re- 
lief during the morning service, as soon as this service closed, rose 


*He,to whom this letter was written had been numbered with the si- 
lent dead, seme davs before jts arrival How mysterious and afflictive are 
the ways of Provieence to short sighted mortals! Yet the Jucge of allthe 
€ajth, who has the past, present, and future always in view, cannot but 
do right, and can make even such afflictions wo: k for good to these who 
love God Ought not such providences to make us moe diligentin every 
pe word and work? O may saints be quickened, and sinners awaken. 
ed! 
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and began to tell, one after another, what the Lord had done fo, 
their souls. Most of the congregations had not even heard of their 
seriousness. It was, therefore, sudden and surprising, and, as tie 
spirit would have it, convincing; for what was said went to the 
heart. Iu afew minutes after they began to speak, the congrega. 
tion was filled with the deepest distress Many, who had come to 
meeting perfectly stupid. and remained so during the morning ser- 
vice, were now crying outunder a sense of their guilt. Several 
told me that thev were now, for the first time, overwhelined with a 
view of their iniquities, and seemed almost involuntarily to cry 
aloud for mercy. A tide of conviction seemed at this time to rol! 
over the congregation. Sharp were the arrows of the Almighty in 
the hearts of the King’s enemies. In three weeks more thar 50 were 
made hopeful subjects of Divine grace, From Patterson the work 
spread south, and became general 1n the town of Southeast. In the 
latter place. it has been more gradua! than in most of the other places, 
New Fairfield was the next town that the Lord was pleased to favour 
with his special presence. In this place, as you must have known 
religion was ina very low state. Tne house of God was alinost for- 
saken. The church was very sma!l, and the few who did belong to 
it hardly exhibited symptoms of life. But the Lord has rebuilt this 
waste place of Zion. ‘Thirteen were received into the church the 
first Sabbath in September, twenty more will be received next Sab- 
bath. sixty or seventy have obtained hopes. For two n.outiis, I sup- 


ose meetings have been held nearly every day at the meeting 
Fee, For sometime, it was hardly possible to find a thou; zhtless 


sinuerin New Fairfield.” 


MISCELLANEOUS.# 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


To the Members of the Female Sabbath Schuol Society of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, in the City of Baitimure. 


Two years having passed since the association of the Female 
Sabbath School Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, im the 
eity of Baltimore, it 1s now thought expe lient to make, for the first 
time, an annual report, in order to give the members of the society 
a view of the progress aud present state of the institution. 

It wil! be recollecte.i, that this society was formed by the union 
of a number of the temale members of the Methodist Episco; nal 
Church, who, from a sincere desire to promote the glor y of God ceil 
the welfare of their fell w mortals, assembled together in the Ku- 
taw charch, on Monday the 17th of November, "1816, and there 
formed themselves into an association, adopted their constitution 
and by-laws, and proceeded to organize the society, by electing 
the » officers, &c. as provided rs the constitution. Those officers, 
thus e!ected. proceeded immediately to make arrangements to carry 
the benevolent intentions of the assuciation into eifect, and the 
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school commenced its operations the succeeding Sabbath, when 
about twenty scholars met in the schoo!-house of Mr. Livingston, 
of whose kindness in permitting the occupancy of his school-room 
for this benevolent purpose, we are duly sensible. This roo.n, 
however being too small to accommodate the number «ho attend- 
ec, it became necessary to look for a more convenient place, which 
was found in the Baltimore College, ad obtained from the polite- 
ness of the president of that institution. Here the school has been 
continued, and there have been four hundred and fifteen scholars of 
different ages received since the establishment has been made. 

If the circumstance of our having continued as aseparate associ- 
ation, attached to an individual denomination of the christian 
church, be construed into the “want of christian love,” or of ‘“ca- 
tholick spirit; if we have, in the judgment of some, forfeited our 
claim to be called the followers of Jesus Christ, by not uniting with 
another association having the same benevolent intentions in view, 
let it be so; _we can only say, that we have the “testimony of a good 
conscience,” and hope to be approved by our Infinite Judge, “who 
seeth not as man sees.” and “who judges according to righteous 
judgment,’ ** We have sincerely wished well to all other similar as- 
sociations, and do still desire their prosperity. There were reasons 
wh:ch determined us to continue as we began, separate from oth- 
ers-—although we were not entirely ‘“‘unaware of the advantages ari- 
sing from harmony.” 

It would be gratifying to exhibit in this report the progress of this 
institution, from its rise to the present tine, somewhat in detail; 
but in doing so, we are aware that a prolixity would mark the cha- 
racter of this report, and would make it more tedious than would 
be desirable, notwithstanding the interest which has been evinced 
in favour of Sunday schools in this city, within the last two or three 
years. With this view, a number of interesting incidents, connect- 
ed with the operations of the society, must be suppressed, for the 
purpose of giving a general view of the state of the concern. 

At the first annual meeting of the Fernate Sabbath School Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, it was thought expedient, in 
order to extend the usefulness of the institution, to establish a 
branch of the school in Old Town, which was accordingly autheris- 
ed. This branch went forthwith into operation, and has received. 
sirce its establishment, one hundred and six scholars. At the last 
quarterly meeting of the society, representation was mace, that the 
neighbourhood of Federal Hill presented a field to which the be- 
nign labours of the Sunday schoo! association might be extended 
with probable success. This opening was embraced, and a second 
branch of the school has commenced in that section of the city, in 
the house of Mrs. Crouch, to whom the thanks of the society are 
due. for ber kindness in furnishing a room for that purpose. "This 
Scioul having met but once, is too infant to furnish materials pro- 
per for areport: there are prospects, however, of its beimg well at- 
tended, by teachers and scbolars. 
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Of the principal school, kept in the Ba'timore college, it is proper 
to speak more particu! larly. There are at present fifteen teachers 
and four superintendants, of whose attendance and application there 
is but littie to comp'ain, and much to applaud. Of the number of 
scholars who have been admitted into this school. some removed to 
the country, some have died, others have been hired or bound out, 

and are not permitted to attend, and some who were received be- 
fore the formation of other similar institutions , (for let it be remem- 
cy that our school was in operation tw Ave months prior to any 
other fema! e Sunday school im the city. with the exception of the 
one i red to St. Peter’s church,) have availed themselves of 
schools more convenient, or more agreeable to their parents. Un. 
der those circumstances, it was to be expected that the number of 
regular scholars would decrease, more especia ‘ly when it is recol- 
lected that the nove ty of the institution has ceased, and that this 
powerful inducement operates a0 lovger. There are now about 
one hundred nominal scholars, of whom seventy-five regularly at- 
tend. b 

The branch establishment in Old Town, has seventy-five nominal! 
scholars, of whom forty-five are constant im their attendance: and 
of the scholars in both schools, it is p easing to be able to savy. that 
they have prove d. and are vet mpre vi! igs sone of them who were 
ienora: it of the alp! abet when th ey cave to school, can now read 
very wellin the New Pestament, and can also write tolerably well. 

We cannot repress the uvesire we feel, to lay betore you a few 
individual cases, by which you can form an estimate of the success 
of our fabours.— Phe first is 

EF izabetn Lenox, wio entered the schoo’ December 8th, 1816, 
and was put into the alphaet ch. iss. She has committed to memory 
the first and second niwbers of tie Sabbath schoo spelling bo ks: 
she reads correct vin the Testament. has committed to memory 
five divine songs aud six cliapters of the catechism; she also writes 
tolerabivy well. 

Od. Mary A. Grapevine was received into the school the 11th of 
May. i817. she Wwastgnorant of the a ‘phabets she has memorised 
the first and second numbers of the Savdath school spelling books, 
together with one hundred og and their definitiun, in No. 3. 
She reads well in the Pestam » has committed five divine songs 
and six chapters o! the catechism, and makes a very good attempt at 
writing. 

Si. Margaret Noble came into the school January 17th, 1816, 
and was put into (ve a’phabet class. She is now in the second num- 
ber of the Sabbath scho: | spetiing book. and reads well in the T 
taments she has ais. cou uitted nine divine songs, together sith 
t!.e first chapter of the catechism and the ten commandments, and 
has lately besun to write. 

4t:. Susan Armstrong entered the school in December, 1816, and 
left it May $1. i8i7. She had no knowledge of the al pial bet, and 
commenced with the first class. She had committed previous to! her 
departure, the first aad second numbers, read weil in the Pesta- 
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ment, had committed seven chapters of the catechism, and wrote 
very well, 

5th. Aley Rogers came into the school May 10th, 1818. She 
had just beguu to spell in two syllabies: she is now in No. 2, reads 
tolerably well, has committed four divine songs and ene chapter of 
catechism, and writes tolerably well. 

Asa reward due to merit, some of these children, together with 
others not named in this report, are to be presented each witha Bi- 
ble at the present annua! meeting. Besides those children, whose 
names and whose attaiiments have been mentioned with so mach 
honour to themselves and so much credit to their teachers, there 
have been many who have merited rewards, and they have been be- 
stowed from time to time, particu-ar ly at the late ceneral eXamina- 
tion held in the conference room, at which time there was a large 
number of the scholars present. attended by their teachers, and 
some accompanied by their mothers, and passed the examination in 
the presence of the stationed preachers. In this examination very 
general satis'action was given; an at the close of it, a number of 
books and articles of clothing were distributed, as premiums. To 
conclude our remarks on this part of the report, we have a flatter- 
ig prospect, that our scholars will progress so far in orthography, 
reading and writing, as todo us credit, and themselves honour. 

It ishighly gratifying to behold the improvement of many of the 
scholars of this association in their behaviour, es pecially when at- 
tending divine worship in the publick congregations. It has been 
the invariavle practice of the superintendants and teachers, to take 
themin a body to different churches, and to sit with them during 
the hours of devotion. Indeed the ‘y have endeavoured to instruct 
their youthful minds in the traths of religion, as far as they have 
found it pract icable; and for this purpose, they have uniformly open- 
ed their school with reading the Holy Scriptnres and prayer; and 
we are happy to have it in our power to say, that those humble ef- 
fort-, made in reliance on tie Divine aid, have not been in vain. 
Some have been awakened to a sense of their guilt and danger, and 
have embraced salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. It will be pleas- 
ing to hear, what one of the superintendants communicates on this 
Subject—she begins by saying, 

“On the 14th of September. 1817, we intended holding a prayer 
meeting with the childrens; but while giving out the second hyma, 
the words of which were, 

‘And am I horn to die, 

To | lay this hody down: 

And must my trembling sprit fiy 
Into a world unknown.’ 


“The power of the Lord was so eminently near, that some trem- 
bled under a sense of it: and the whele school, with the exception 
of one or two individuals, was cry Ing lor mercy; so that it render- 
ed it useless to pray vocally, because we could pot be heard; but in 
endeavouring tu encourage them inuiy: duay. three er femrata 
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time clung around us, and cried ‘O what shall I do; what shall ; 
do to be saved. *O Lord have merc yupoo my poor soul.’ *O soy 
me from hel!’ One of them, with tears of joy flowing down ne 
little cheeks, testified that the Lord had blessed her soul. Another 
on the next Sabbath, with her countenance beaming with love, as- 
sured us she had found the Lord on the Monday following. This 
encourages us to persevere, though we have met with some perse- 
cution from those we labour to benefits for before we left the house 
that evening, the mother of one of the children came and abused us 
exceedingly, assuring us we should have nothing more to do with 
her child, for we had sent her home crying. May the Lord con- 
vince her of sin, and bring her to a knowledge of the trutn, as it is 
in Jesus.” 

She continues—“On the 6th of October the committee appointed 
for administering religious instruction, went into operation—by ta- 
king them into a separate apartment, and exhorting them individu- 
ally. On entering the school towards the cluse, it were easy to 
discern who had been instructed in this way, by their solemn coan- 
tenances and moistened eyes.” 

The following minates of the religious instruction, were given 
by one of the committee, on the 19th of October: 

“Eliza Lenox is a promising child; she prays and receives relli- 
gious instruction with thankfulness. 

“Susan Armstrong, beng deeply concerned for the salvation of 
her soul, prays, reads the word of God, and feels comfort 1 so 
doing. 

*Mary-Ann Thomas possesses a tender heart, and wishes to get 
to Heaven. 

“Mary-Ann Leach seems susceptible of divine impressions. 

“Eiiza Downs knew her prayers, but said she never sinned in all 
her life. 

*Margaret Noble, on being asked it she knew who Jesus Christ 
was, said syes. he died a us.” . 

“Elizabeth Cord, a gir} about sixteen years of age, with tears 
flowing from her eyes. affirmed she was desirous of obtaining reii- 

ion. 

«Mary-Ann Grapevine. is disposed to receive religious instruc- 
tion. 

‘Eiiza-Ann Parks knew her prayers, but never heard of a day of 
judgment. 

*Mary Hyson never heard of heaven, of Jesus Christ, or of a 
judgment day. 

“Eliza Stewart knew her prayers, and on being asked it she 
knew why we taught her to pray, she said ‘yes, to love God.” 

From the above statement: it will be seen how deplorably igno- 
rant soine of those little immortals are, and how necessary it is that 
there should be instruction, on all ‘he important subjects of reli- 
g} ion, mingled with those which have for their object the learning 
of the child to spell, read and write. From the importance of this 
view of the subject, we are disposed to lift up our hearts to God, 
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through Jesus Christ, and implore his grace to ee and enable 
us.more than ever, to abound in this good work. e have already 
seen, that our ‘abour is not in vain in the Lord. 

The following general statement, taken from the books of the 
treasurer, will present you with a view of the pecuniary state of 
the institution; and it will also serve to shew, that, as far as we 
have it in our power, we are disposed as we!l to clothe the saked, 
as to instruct the ignorant. It will be ofvious, that with an in- 
crease of the reans, we shall have it more in our power to extend 
relief to the suffering: 


4 Statement, from the books of the Treasurer of the Female Sabbath 
School Society. 
Whole amount of monies received since the com- 











mencement, - - - - - - - 606 87 
Paid sincedo. = - - - : - - - 472 35 
$184 52 
Expended for the article of clothing—55 dollars 

of which was paid for shoes alone, - -— - 190 
For Stationary - - - : - - - 142 66 
Contingencies = - - - - - - - 139 69 
Amount expended - - - . - AT2 35 
received - - - - - 606 87 
In hand - - - - - : - - $154 52 


While on this part of our report, we embrace the opportunity to 
express our grateful acknowledgements tv those friendly individu- 
als, who have so generously aitled us to help the helpless; particu- 
larly we would mention Mrs G. and Mr. 8. whose seasonable do- 
nations have enabled us to render the condition of several of our 
poor scholars, more comfortable than it couid possibly have been 
without. May the Loving Father of all mankind, richly reward 
those who “clothe the naked.” 

in bringing this report to a close, we cannot refrain from saying 
something in regard to the active members of the association: of 
many of whom, it may be said, that they have indeed an appropri- 
ate appellation. Their zeal and industry are commendable and 
praiseworthy. Persevering in the arduous though important work, 
they promise to be a real blessing to the society. To them the asso- 
ciation is greatly indebted; and we do hope, that they will reap the 
blessings of many of those who are now the objects of their patience 
aud labour. We have no doubt, but that God will add to them 
“his blessing, which maketh rich.” 

‘Thus tar t has been thought expedient to go into this report. 
With the experience we have had of the past. and the prospect at 
present, we have strong hope that our next annual report will be 
more interestiig—aod we conclude, by fervently praying for the 
ra of God, and asking the patrouage of all whe iove man- 

ind, 
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FROM THE EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 
AUTUM™. 


How swiftly pass our vears! 
How soon their nizht comes on! 
A train of hopes and fears, 
And human life is gone! 
See the fair summer now is past! 
The foliage late that cla:! the trees, 
Stript dy the equinoctial blast, 
Fails, like the dew-drops, in the breeze! 


Cold winter hastens on! 
Far Nature feels his grasp; 
Weeps o’er all her beauties gone, 
And sighs their glory past! 

So, Life, thy summer soon will end, 
Thine autumn too will quick decay, 
And winter come, when thou shalt bend 
Within the tomb, to mould away. 


But summer wil! return, 
In all her beauties dress’d! 
Nature shal! rejoice again, 
And be by man caress’d! 
But, oh! Life’s summer pass‘d away, 
Can never, never hope return! 
Cold winter comes, with cheerless ray, 
To beam upon its dreary urn! 


Then may I daily seek 
A mansion in the skies, 
Where summers never cease, 
And glory never dies! 

There an ete. nal spring sal! bloom, 
With joys as vast as angels’ pow’rs! 
Anc thrice ten thousand harps in tune, 

Shall praise the love that made it ours. 





WILLIAM. 
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